Treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis by direct current electrotherapy: the Baghdadin device.
Electrical stimulation has been used as a mode of therapy for a number of clinical conditions. However, it has not been used for the treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL). For this purpose, we designed the "Baghdadin device". A total of 146 lesions of acute CL in 54 patients were treated by this device. Twenty-one lesions in the same patients were left untreated as controls. In addition, 36 lesions in 15 patients were treated with intralesional sodium stibogluconate. Treatment by the Baghdadin device consisted of weekly sessions of 10 minutes of direct current electrical stimulation. The intensity of the direct current ranged between 5 and 15 milliamperes, and the voltage was kept below 40 volts. Of the 146 lesions, 135 (92.5%) showed total clearance or marked improvement in 4-6 weeks time. Approximately 67% of the lesions needed only one or two sessions. Scarring was not observed after resolution. None of the untreated lesions showed any signs of improvement in 6 weeks. Of the lesions treated with sodium stibogluconate, 32 lesions (88.9%) showed total clearance or marked improvement, which was not significantly different from the results with the Baghdadin device.